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(Gerry McGee) 2. 

IN (Bob Bogle / Don Wilson / Bob Spalding) 4. ^r LASHB/ 

^ OC K (Bob Bogle / Don Wilson / Leon Taylor / Jeff Baxter) 6. 

w HSN (Gerry McGee / Mel Taylor / Don Wilson / Bob Bogle) 8. 

(Mel Taylor / Don Wilson / Bob Bogle / Gerry McGee) 10. 

II. 

(Mel Taylor / Bob Bogle / Don Wilson / Bob Spalding) 

(Bob Bogle / Don Wilson / Mel Taylor / Bob Spalding) 

VI if DA (Bob Bogle / Don Wilson / Bob Spalding) 

>HT OiRD (Bob Bogle / Don Wilson Bob Spalding) 

IFOR OIIS1 (Bob Bogle / Don Wilson) 

(Bob Bogle / Don Wilson / Mel Taylor / Bob Spalding) 

(Mel Taylor / Don Wilson 1 Bob Bogle / Gerry McGee) 13. 0.- RIFT (Bob Spalding / Don Wilson / Bob Bogle) 

14. (Mel Taylor / Don Wilson / Bob Bogle / Gerry McGee) 

(Bob Spalding / Bob Bogle / Don Wilson / Leon Taylor) 16. (Bob Bogle / Don Wilson / Mel Taylor / Bob Spalding) 

i (Bob Spalding / Don Wilson ! Bob Bogle) 18. (Mel Taylor / Bob Bogle / Don Wilson / Bob Spalding) 

19. I (Mel Taylor / Bob Bogle / Don Wilson / Bob Spalding) 

PRODUCED BY DON WILSON. BOB BOGLE. LEON TAYLOR AND BOB SPALDING 

Many fans have asked the Ventures for an album containing only Ventures originals, 

most of which have been available previously only on Japanese releases. Here it is! 

All 19 songs were written, produced and arranged by members of The Ventures (Don, Bob, Gerry. Mel. Leon, Nokie) 

along with long time associates and friends, Bob Spalding, Jeff Baxter and David Carr. The tracks were recorded 

during the decade of the 1990s through the year 2000, and therefore include the transition between the 

last recordings made with Mel Taylor on drums to the first recordings with The Ventures by Leon Taylor. 

The Ventures' music is meant to be fun — to be enjoyed, listened to, danced to. and revisited on a regular basis! 

Surfin' to Baja personifies the basics of California culture — the sun. the palm tree, the waves and surf board — every¬ 

thing lor a great time at the beach. Add the guitar, and you have music to complete the picture! 

You don't have to be a Californian to participate — this music is for the world! 
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MORE RELEASES 
YOU WILL ENJOY FROM 

The l/entutel 
PLAY THE GREATEST 

SURFIN' HITS OF ALL-TIME 
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The l/entute* 
J| PLAY THE GREATEST 

I INSTRUMENTAL HITS OF ALL-TIME 
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decades after their immortal 

“Walk — Don’t Run” blazed its way up 

pop charts and triumphantly announced 

arrival of a future musical institution, 

are still going strong. In fact, the most 

I popular instrumental band in the history 

of pop music (not just rock music, mind 

you) seems to be as prolific as ever. 

“There is something for everybody on here,” 

promises Don Wilson, The Ventures’ co-founder and 

ace rhythm guitarist. “Even a couple of ballads!” 

Indeed, the wistful “Follow Your Heart” showcases 

the mellow side of this venerated group, yet there’s 

never any doubt as to who’s manning the guitars. 

The album was initially put together to 

commemorate a recent cruise that found the group 

traveling by ship from San Pedro, California to Santa 

Catalina and down to Mexico. “We called the cruise 

‘Surfin’ to Baja,’ “ explains Wilson. Naturally, strong 

surf strains permeate a few of its selections, but The 

Ventures’ success story actually predates that entire 

early ’60s movement — making it perilous and 

downright inaccurate to stereotype them as a surf 

band. 

“A lot of people - promoters especially - think of us 

as a surf group,” notes Don’s fellow founder Bob 

Bogle, who doubles on bass guitar and lead guitar. 

“We’ve never really thought of ourselves that way, 

although we do play some surfing music. We did 

have a surfing album that was real big, and I think 

that kind of typecast us a little bit. Surf music is fun 

music, but we do a lot of other styles too.” And how 

the times have changed on that front: the rousing 

“Web Surfin’” commemorates an entirely different 

kind of surf action. “Spindrift” is another exciting 

new addition to the timeless reverb-drenched genre. 

Everything on this set was recorded between 1992 

and 2000 and is powered by two generations of 

drumming royalty. The eternally rock-solid Mel Taylor, 

who went into the studio as a Venture for the first 

time in early 1962 (Bob and Don met him at The 

Palomino in North Hollywood, where Mel was the 

house drummer) and remained with the group until his 

death in 1996, plays on almost half of this set’s 

selections and co-wrote quite a few of its songs. He 

was succeeded by his son Leon Taylor, who continued 

the family tradition of powerhouse stick work without 

missing a beat and keeps impeccable time on the rest 

of the album. 

Along with Bob and Don, the two other sizzling 

axemen most closely identified with The Ventures are 

also on board. Lead guitarist Nokie Edwards, who 

joined the group in Tacoma, WA, just prior to the 

recording of the original “Walk — Don’t Run,” adds 

his touch to “Zonked.” His eventual replacement — 

Eunice, LA-born Gerry McGee, who became a Venture 

in ’68 after playing behind The Monkees and plenty of 

other luminaries as a busy Los Angeles studio 

musician, contributes his share of hot licks. Gerry 

switches between lead guitar and electric bass here, as 

does Bogle. Nokie and Gerry continue to alternate on 

guitar during the group’s twice-yearly tours of Japan, 

where The Ventures still command a humongous and 

fanatically loyal fan base. “We’re usually there close 



to three months in the summer with 60 shows or so, 

and about two weeks in January,” says Bob. “Nokie 

does the January tours with us.” 

A swinging, neon-spattered section of Japan 

inspired the title of the noirish “After Midnight In 

Shinjuku.” “That’s a large section of Tokyo where 

they have a lot of night life, a lot of clubs,” says Bob. 

The gentle yet insistent “Snows Of Nagano” was 

similarly named with a genial bow to their Far Eastern 

constituency. “Nagano is the big Olympic ski area in 

Japan,” says Bob. “We’ve written a lot of songs for 

Japan that were really only released over there.” 

The keyboards and synthesizer of David Carr are 

nearly as consistent a presence in The Ventures’ 

contemporary sound as their trademark multi-guitar 

attack. The British import hooked up with the group 

in 1968 after exiting The Fortunes (he was on their 

international ’65 hit “You’ve Got Your Troubles”). 

“Fle’s considered part of the extended family,” says 

Bob. “Fie came over from England, and we got 

acquainted with him because he did some studio work. 

Somehow out paths crossed, and we saw what a 

fabulous talent he was. So we actually sponsored him 

to get his green card.” 

Bob Spalding’s name surfaces early and often as a 

collaborator on this collection. “Fle’s the fifth 

Venture,” says Don. “He’s been working with us 

since the early ’80s, about 20 years or more. He’s a 

great ‘idea’ guy, and a damn good melody writer - a 

real utility player.” Spalding’s nickname spurred the 

titling of the splendidly bluesy “Zonked.” “I think 

Mel gave him his nickname, which is Zonk,” says 

Bogle. “Because of the two Bobs working together, 

it was a little confusing. So I’m Bob, and he’s Zonk. 

He came up with the original idea for this one, so we 

just called it ‘Zonked.’” The evocative “Blue Dawn” is 

another of his brainstorms. “Bob Spalding brought in 

that melody and the arrangement, then Bob (Bogle) 

and I put it together to where we just added things to 

it,” says Don. “I like that one!” 

Former Steely Dan/Doobie Brothers guitarist Jeff 

Baxter got the piledriving “Skunk Rock” rolling. “Jeff 

kind of had an idea to start a song with, and the title 

caome from his nickname — ‘Skunk’ Baxter,” says 

Bob. “He came into the studio, and actually came up 

with the basic idea on the spot, as near as I recall. So 

we all just sat around and put the thing together.” 

“He’s a hell of a player “adds Don. “That guy is really 

something. He’s one of the best guitar players I’ve 

ever heard.” 

The basic formula for composing new Ventures 

material hasn’t been altered appreciably since the 

1960s, when the quartet was by far the hottest act 

on Bob Reisdorff’s Dolton Records. “Somebody will 

come up with a melody, and then we’ll get together 

and fine-tune it. Or somebody will come up with an 

idea, or an arrangement idea. Then mostly we get 

together — sometimes just Bob and I, sometimes the 

two of us with Nokie or Gerry and Leon. And Mel at 

the time, of course. Everybody has a contribution, 

whoever is the writer. Sometimes it’s four of us, 

sometimes it’s two,” says Wilson. “We try to give 

everybody credit that comes up with any part of the 

song. We’re an equal opportunity group. We’re not 

selfish and we’ve never had a problem with who 

wrote what, how much do I get, or anything like that. 

We just try to even it out and say, ‘Well, you 

contributed here, so we’ll just split it.’” 

Bob and Don dreamed up the lilting “Open For 

Business.” “That’s one of my favorites,” says Bob. 

“It’s patterned after a commercial I saw in Japan. 

You remember the old Maytag commercials where the 

guy didn’t have anything to do because the product 

was so good? It was kind of like that. The guy’s 

sitting in the store with nothing to do, but he was 

open for business. There was a music riff in the 

commercial, so I kind of picked up on that, changed 

it around a little bit, and wrote the song around it.” 

Mel and Gerry joined Bob and Don to arrange the 

inexorably catchy “Ajoen Ajoen” and to create the 

four-on-the-floor “Cruisin’ Machine,” as well as 

“Beethoven Five-Oh!,” an imaginative hybrid of old 

Ludwig’s immortal melody and the thundering thrust 

of their 1969 hit “Hawaii Five-O.” “I had a lot of fun 

arranging that one,” says Bob. “I really like that 

particular song. One of these days, I want to get 

around to re-recording our entire “Joy” album, which 

is all classical music. I really like that, especially put 

into a beat, with modern-type arrangements.” The 

similarly classically informed “Rock Concerto In A 

Minor” springs from the same collaborative quartet. 

From the zesty leadoff track “Santa Cruz,” 

through “Bermuda,” and “Bimini Bay,” to a synth- 

fueled “Flashback” and the percolating “Two On The 

Beach,” Surfin’ To Baja is a luxurious trip to warm, 

sunny climes where The Ventures’ unmistakable 

sound reigns supreme. 

—Bill Dahl 



Tracks 2. 4. 7. II: Recorded 1992, Take One Studio. Burbank, CA 

Produced by Mel Taylor, Don Wilson and Bob Bogle for Taylor, Wilson S Associates, Inc. 

Engineer: Duncan Aldrich • Originally released on Flyiri High, Toshiba-EMI. Japan 1992 

Tracks 9, 12, 14: Recorded 1996, Front Page Studios, Burbank, CA 

Produced by Neil Norman for Taylor, Wilson 8 Associates, Inc. 

Engineer: Brant Biles • Originally released an Wild Again, Toshiba-EMI, Japan 1996 

Tracks 3, 17: Recorded 1997, Front Page Studios, Burbank, CA 

Produced by Don Wilson and Bob Bogle • Engineer: Paul Ericksen 

Originally released on Wild Again II, Toshiba-EMI, Japan 1997 

Tracks 6, 8, 13: Recorded 1999, Front Page Studios, Glendale, CA 

Produced by Don Wilson, Bob Bogle and Leon Taylor • Engineer: Craig Nepp 

Originally released on Walk Don't Ran 2000, MSI Records. Japan 1999 

Tracks 5,15: Recorded 2000, Front Page Studios, Glendale, CA 

Produced by Quince Buteau and The Ventures • Engineer. Craig Nepp 

Originally released on Acoustic Rock. MSI Records, Japan 2000 

Track 16: Recorded 2000, Front Page Studios, Glendale, CA 

Produced by Don Wilson. Bob Bogle and Leon Taylor • Engineer: Craig Nepp 

Originally released on V-Gold III, MSI Records, Japan 2001 

Track 10: Recorded 2000, Front Page Studios, Glendale, CA 

Produced by Don Wilson, Bob Bogle and Leon Taylor • Engineer: Craig Nepp 

Originally released on Hyper V-Gold, MSI Records, Japan 2002 

Ventures Management: Fiona Taylor, 

RO. Box #37202 I, Reseda. CA 91337-2021 

e-mail: vntrs@pacbell.net 

The Official Ventures Website: www.theventures.com 

http://www.theventures.com/ 

The Ventures Official International Fan Club: Contact Gerry Woodage, 

13 Limetree Close, Grove, Wantage, Oxon OXI2 OBJ, England 

To send your comments and suggestions, or for a free catalog, please write to: 

Cary E. Mansfield, Vice President, Catalog ASR and Licensing 

Varese Sarabande Records/Varese Vintage, I 1846 Ventura Blvd., Suite 130, Studio City, CA 91604 

www. VareseSarabande. com 

To join our new release update list,send your e-mail address to vintagelist@varesesarabande.com 
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Notes by Bill Dahl 

Cover Photo courtesy of David Beard • Photos courtesy of MSI Company, Japan, Fiona Taylor and Photofest, New York 
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Andy McKaie, Jerry Osborne. Mike Palesh. Clay Pasternack, Jim Pierson, Dan Richardson, Lee Rudnick, 

Artie Spalding, Patti Taylor, Biff Vincent, Marty Wekser, Jan Wilson 
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The Ventures play Wilson Bros. Guitars and Bass Guitars. 

Leon Taylor plays Canopus Snare. DW Drums and hardware, with Bosphorus cymbals 

302 066 536 2 

Lead and Bass Guitar: Gerry McGee 

Rhythm Guitar: Don Wilson 

Bass and Lead Guitar: Bob Bogle 

Drums And Percussion: Leon Taylor {Tracks I, 3. 5, 6. 8. 10. 13, 15. 16. 17). Mel Taylor (Tracks 2. 4. 7. 9, II. 12. 14, 18, 19) 

Guest Artists: 

Jeff Baxter: Lead Guitar (Tracks 5. 10) 

David Carr: Keyboards and Synthesizers 

Nokie Edwards: Lead Guitar (Track 19) 

Bob Spalding: Lead Guitar (Track 13, 15. 17) and Added Rhythm (Tracks 2, 3, 4. 5, 6. 7. 8. II. 13. 16. 17) 
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ALL TRACKS ARRANGED BY THE VENTURES 




